
Imagine a private Lear jet ready to take you to 
the finest vineyards around the world. At each 
stop, you can sample extraordinary international 
vintages including Merlot, Sauvignon Blanc, 
Pinot Noir, Zinfandel, Chardonnay, or a lush 

Riesling. Your globetrotting adventure will include 
visits to the most well-known wineries in France, 
Spain, Portugal, Germany, Australia, Italy, South 
Africa and South America as well as numerous 
domestic destinations in the famous wine valleys of 
California and throughout our home state of Virginia. 
 For wine aficionados, such a journey where money 
is obviously no object would be a month-long trip 
to paradise. For the rest of us who are devotees of 
the grape however, there is a more reasonable (and 
much less expensive) way to enjoy a favorite wine, 
nosh on culinary masterpieces from the area’s leading 
restaurants, enjoy two of Hampton Roads’ most 
popular entertainers, and most importantly, help 13 of 
the area’s worthiest charities.
 Thanks to the dedicated and knowledgeable 
organizers of this year’s third edition of the Chesapeake 
Wine Festival, the next glass of great vino is simply a 
short drive down Greenbrier Parkway to Chesapeake 
City Park at the Jubilee site. The event begins at noon 
on Saturday, October 27th and runs until 6 p.m. 
 The Chesapeake Rotary Club will once again 
present festival goers with an extraordinary variety of 
wines from across the state, across the country, and 
from around the world. Rotary President Roland Davis 
and Festival Chairman Scott Danner are teaming up 
once again and promise this year’s event will be the 
best so far. 
 “Our response from the community has been 
overwhelming,” Scott shares enthusiastically, “The 
private chalets at the event have all been purchased 
and we are also very close to selling all of the private 
tables. Individual tickets are going quickly also, so I 

urge everyone to buy their tickets as early as possible. 
This has all the promise of being a completely sold-out 
event.”
 In addition to 100% of its proceeds helping out 
charitable causes, the $30 ticket ($35 at the gate) 
entitles the bearer to sample hundreds of types of 
wines both domestic and international, and a souvenir 
wine glass. 
 At various locations throughout the site, there will 
also be a number of experts such as Ian Honaker of 
Let’s Talk Wine willing to talk shop about cabernets, 
sherries, ports, and moscatos. Once the palate has been 
sufficiently prepared for a gourmet meal, a number 
of local restaurants will be on hand to provide their 
gastronomical specialties at reasonable prices that will 
also benefit the charitable causes. 

 
“We look forward to setting a new record 

this year. The 13 charities we support 
provide valuable and much-needed 

services to children and others in need 
throughout our community.”
— Festival Chairman Scott Danner

 The City Park site itself has undergone an “extreme 
makeover” and festival goers will find the navigation 
much easier this year. 
 “Our wine villages are readily accessible because of 
the vast improvements the city has made to the site. 
New landscaping with sidewalks makes access to the 
festival a breeze,” Scott explains. “The total layout of 
the festival will ensure that visiting each of the wine 
villages will be a leisurely and pleasant experience.”
 In addition to the great wine and gourmet food, the 
Chesapeake Wine Festival will also feature two of the 
area’s most popular entertainers: Lewis McGehee and 
Jesse Chong. 
 “We might have a few surprises also,” Scott says 
with a wink and a smile. “Some of Lewis’ and Jesse’s 
friends could just show up to entertain the crowd. It 
may turn into a real jam session.”
 While the Chesapeake Wine Festival is already 
established as one of the region’s most popular 
signature social events, the underlying purpose is to 
help a number of deserving charitable organizations. 
 “Our first year, we donated $150,000 and we were 
delighted. Last year, despite inclement weather, we 
still did better and gave away $175,000,” Scott says. 
“We look forward to setting a new record this year. 
The 13 charities we support provide valuable and 
much-needed services to children and others in need 
throughout our community. Where else can you go to 
have such a good time, meet with old and new friends 
and at the same time help so many worthy causes?”
 Scott says the community has adopted the Wine 
Festival as one of its most popular and well-attended 
outings. 
 “I can’t thank the community enough,” he says 
sincerely. “The individuals who buy the tickets are 

the real heroes. And there are many businesses that 
unselfishly support us through donations of time, 
talent, products, and cash. TowneBank is our premiere 
corporate sponsor. Other major sponsors include 
WVEC-TV,  Associated Distributors and Total Wine. 
Undersheriff Jim O’Sullivan of the Chesapeake 
Sheriff’s Office has been invaluable also. All of our 
great sponsors are prominently recognized on our web 
site, which also contains all the information anyone 
could possibly need about the festival.
 “Tickets to the Wine Festival are a great way for 
employers to reward outstanding employees,” Scott 
suggests. “Many businesses also bring their clients out 
to have a good time. I see lots of business cards being 
exchanged. But mostly it’s just a bunch of people 
who share a love of good wine, great food, friendly 
interaction, and helping their community.
 “Tickets can be purchased either on line, at all Total 
Wine stores or at Let’s Talk Wine.
   “This is a rain or shine event and I implore people to 
buy their tickets now. We anticipate a record breaking 
crowd for the all-day event. There is also ample on-
site free parking for vehicles. The Lear jets, however, 
will have to go to the airport.”
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Third annual event promises to be even bigger, better
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The Charities that Benefit
Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters

CHIP
Boys and Girls Club

Bethany Christian Services
Chesapeake Care Free Clinic

March of Dimes
HER Shelter

Navy SEAL Foundation
Sid Oman Cancer Center

Children Today-Leaders Tomorrow
Together We Can

Chesapeake Service Systems
Rotary Charities such as Coats for Kids 

and Paint Your Heart Out  

Third Annual 
Chesapeake Wine Festival

Saturday, October 27
12 noon – 6 p.m.

Rain or Shine
www.cheswine.com

Email: ChesapeakeVaWineFestival
@gmail.com

Crowds came out for the Chesapeake Wine Festival last year. Organizers promise that this year’s event will be even bigger and better.                      Photo by Ron Liston


