
A re you ready for a sassy Sauvignon? 
How about a perfect Pinot Noir? 
Maybe a magnificent Merlot? If so, 
then mark your calendars now because 
the Chesapeake Rotary Club is once 

again proud to announce the 2016 Chesapeake Wine 
Festival, one of the area’s most popular and successful 
charitable events.

“We’re certainly going to continue with the format 
that has made this event one of the most popular 
charitable activities in the area’s history,” Festival 
Chairman Scott Danner promises. “Best of all, 100 
percent of the ticket sales go to a number of very 
worthwhile local charities.”

Now in its sixth year, the gala begins at noon on 
Saturday, October 8, 2016, at Chesapeake City Park. 
“Once again, a ticket to the Wine Festival includes 
free on-site parking and a souvenir wine glass,” Scott 
explains. “It’s also a passport to a virtual trip around 
the globe to taste and sample some of the state’s, 
nation’s, and world’s finest wines. 

“The circular path around the park will take you to 
a number of wine “villages,” where complimentary 
taste samples will be available. Experts, aficionados, 
and enthusiasts at each “village” are on hand to 
share interesting facts about the wines and answer 
questions about the grapes. Whether you are a novice 
or a true oenophile, you’re sure to enjoy the tastes, the 
atmosphere, and the fun. There will also be a number 
of vendor displays and food trucks with delicious 
items for sale to compliment any of the hundreds of 
wines available. It’s a combination that has been very 
successful in years past.”

One difference for 2016, Scott cautions, is the 
number of tickets available. “For each of the past few 
years we have come very close to selling out the park. 
This year we expect to hit the sellout mark early, so I 
urge everyone to buy their tickets as soon as possible.”

Scott continues: “The easiest and quickest way 
to guarantee admission is to purchase tickets at our 
website. There are a number of ticket options and 
we have not increased our prices. A single ‘Tasting 

Ticket’ is modestly priced at just $35 in advance and 
$40 (if available) at the gate. We also feature our 
reserved tables for ten people at $350 in advance. 
A reserved table is a nice touch for businesses who 
want to provide a treat for their employees or special 
clients. The tables are located near the entertainment 
and include corporate signage. The reserved tables 
are a guaranteed sellout, so anyone interested should 
purchase them right away. We also have the immensely 
popular chalets again – but they are already sold out – 
thanks to many small businesses in the area. It’s those  
small, local businesses who provide a substantial 
portion of the Wine Festival’s overall support.”

The phenomenal success 
of the Chesapeake Wine Festival 

has resulted in more than $1,000,000 
in donations to deserving organizations 

all across Chesapeake to date.

Major Chip Chappell of the Chesapeake Sheriff’s 
Office is a long time member of the Chesapeake Rotary 
Club. As the Rotary Club’s immediate past president, 
Chip has seen first-hand the value of the Chesapeake 
Wine Festival. “The funds we raise through the Wine 
Festival have had a major impact on the quality of life 
in our city and also the immediate Hampton Roads 
area,” Chip explains. “The club members who work 
hard all year round planning the Wine Festival are truly 
the best examples of the Rotary Club’s motto, ‘Service 
Above Self.’ Scott Danner has done an outstanding job 
as chairman. The Wine Festival is now our largest and 
most successful fund raiser by far.”

The phenomenal success of the Chesapeake Wine 
Festival has resulted in more than $1,000,000 in 
donations to such deserving organizations as the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Hampton Roads, Chesapeake 
Care Free Clinic, Children’s Hospital of the King’s 
Daughters, Chesapeake Regional Health Foundation, 
Chesapeake Health Investment Program (CHIP), 

Honor and Remember, 
and many others. 

“One of the areas 
of support that I am 
especially proud 
of is the money we 
have provided for the 
portable mammogram 
vehicle that will 
visit various sites 
throughout the area,” 
Scott adds. “It will be 
a vital weapon against 
breast cancer and it’s 
just one of the many 
important activities 
the Wine Festival 

supports.”
  As Scott explains, 

the funds raised at the 
festival truly are a boon 
to local charities. “We’re 
able to steer 100 percent 
of the tickets sales to 
our charitable donations 
because of the fantastic 
community support we 
receive and the generous 
corporate sponsors that 
underwrite the event,” he says. “Once again, Dennis 
Ellmer and his Priority Automotive Group will be our 
presenting sponsor. Priority cares a great deal about 
our community and has always been there to help us. 
A number of elected officials have also given us a big 
helping hand. Chesapeake Sheriff Jim O’Sullivan and 
his staff have been of immeasurable help. The festival 
is just a wonderful community effort that allows us to 
help an awful lot of people.”

Entertainment will be provided by one of the area’s 
most popular and talented performers, Lewis and 
Kayce McGehee, along with a new act for the festival 
–  504 Supreme.

The Chesapeake Wine Festival has evolved into a 
true “happening.” The festival is a chance to see old 
friends and make new ones. Many out of town visitors 
make the Wine Festival a yearly trip to Chesapeake. 
It’s without a doubt a regional attraction. Its party 
atmosphere attracts people from all walks of life. 
Everyone shares in the camaraderie and a love of wine. 
In addition, festival-goers know it all benefits a number 
of wonderful community service organizations. Not a 
bad way to spend a Saturday afternoon at all!

Buy tickets online at www.cheswine.com and like The 
Chesapeake Virginia Wine Festival on Facebook @
chesapeakewinefest.

This year, one of the main recipient of proceeds from the Wine Festival will be 
Chesapeake Regional Medical Center’s mobile mammogram vehicle

This popular fundraiser never fails to draw crowds looking for a good time!
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